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"decency and order" (the topics in usage among us),
are plain duties of the Gospel, and a reasonable ground
for keeping in communion with the Established Church;
yet, if Providence has graciously provided for our weak-
ness more interesting and constraining motives, it is a
sin thanklessly to neglect them ; just as it would be a
mistake to rest the duties of temperance or justice on the
mere law of natural religion, when they are mercifully
sanctioned in the Gospel by the more winning authority
of our Saviour Christ Experience has shown the in-
efficacy of the mere injunctions of Church order, how-
ever scripturally enforced, in restraining from schism the
awakened and anxious sinner; who goes to a dissenting
preacher "because" (as he expresses it) " he gets good
from him": and though he does not stand excused in
God's sight for yielding to the temptation, surely the
ministers of the Church are not blameless if, by keeping
back the more gracious and consoling truths provided
for the little ones of Christ, they indirectly lead him into
it. Had he been taught as a child, that the Sacraments,
not preaching, are the sources of Divine Grace ; that
the Apostolical ministry had a virtue in it which went
out over the whole Church, when sought by the prayer
of faith ; that fellowship with it was a gift and privilege,
as well as a duty, we could not have had so many
wanderers from our fold, nor so many cold hearts
within it.

This instance may suggest many others of the superior
influence of an apostolical over a mere secular method
of teaching. The awakened mind knows its wants, but
cannot provide for them ; and in its hunger will feed
upon ashes, if it cannot obtain the pure milk of the